
English Language Arts 11 

 
 

Rationale: American literature is as rich and diverse as the land it was born from. 
Through the study of seminal U.S. texts and key pieces of literature, students will 
gain a better understanding of our country’s history, values and culture; while also 
practicing important reading, writing and critical thinking skills necessary to 
navigate both college and the workforce.  
 
Unit 1: Coming to America 
Objectives: Students will compare how different writers define the American 
identity. Students will practice evaluating an argument and identifying rhetorical 
elements in a text. Students will analyze the features of a foundation U.S. text.  
 
Unit 2: The Crucible 
Objectives: Students will be able to identify and analyze elements of a drama. 
Students will analyze how a complex character is developed over the course of the 
text and how their actions move the plot forward.  
 
Unit 3: Individual and Society 
Objectives: Students will analyze language in poetry and determine themes, 
supporting interpretations with specific textual evidence. Students will develop 
research questions and collect information from a variety of sources.  
 
Unit 4: A New Birth of Freedom 
Objectives: Students will evaluate a seminal U.S. speech and analyze premises and 
purposes of an author’s argument. Students will analyze point of view, evaluate how 
the rhetoric, style, and content contribute to a text’s persuasiveness. Students will 
craft and present a formal persuasive speech.  
 
Unit 5: Novel--The Great Gatsby by F.Scott Fitzgerald 
Objectives: Students will identify and analyze the elements of fiction. Students will 
analyze how complex characters are developed over the course of a text. Students 
will compare multiple interpretations of the same source text.   
 
Unit 6: American Short Stories of the 20th Century 
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Objectives: Students will analyze how writing style impacts the overall impact of a 
text. Students will interpret stories with ambiguous meanings or endings, 
supporting their interpretations with textual evidence and analysis. Students will 
craft an original narrative.  
 
 
Points Distribution: 
75% Summative Assessment will be broken down into four assessment types and are 
used to evaluate students mastery over the unit’s objectives.  These are tests, formal 
essays, presentations and projects. 
 
20% Formative Assessments will be used for assessments along the way that 
prepare students for the four summative assessments listed above. These are 
quizzes, worksheets, essay outlines, class discussions and other class activities.  
 
5% Teacher Discretion will be used for assignments related to the content, but not 
directly linked to specific unit objectives. These can be student surveys, class 
participation, or enrichment assignments.  
 


